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To Matt Polland 
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From Shaun Lee 
 

Background 
The national population of Tarāpunga / Red-billed gull is declining from c55 thousand birds 
(Frost and Taylor, 2018) (conservation status At Risk – Declining. Robertson 2021). A colony 
of (c80-100 birds) breeds under Panmure Bridge between September and January. An 
additional bridge has recently been built above the colony, there was no mention of or 
consideration given to the gulls in the resource consent. Juvenile gulls that nested in 
construction areas were separated from the colony and taken to BirdCare Aotearoa.  
 

Observations 
I have counted birds at this site many times but not at night. 
9:30-10pm 3 February 2022 
Sunset 8:30pm, High tide 10pm. 
 

 
 
Gulls were active during the visit, this is not unusual as I have seen large flocks socialising on 
Flat Rock at Tawharanui more than 1hr after sunset. There were just c40 gulls visible with no 
gulls nesting as the season has ended. I observed the gulls from the closed end of the Rotary 
Club walkway but found that the road under the bridge was now accessible which proved a 
better vantage point. 
 



 
The new decorative lights added significant light pollution to the area. 
 

 
But from a roosting gulls perspective the overhead streetlights had much more impact and 
the navigational lights for boats are much more intrusive. 
 

 
The gulls were more active in the most brightly lit part of the roost. But were evenly spread 
across the roost. The birds in the darker area were asleep (heads less visible in the dim 
silhouette). 
 
One tara / white-fronted tern was seen roosting at the south western end. 



 

Conclusions 
All of the gulls in this colony were likely raised under this bridge and are largely habituated 
to artificial light. One gull was observed with a piper fish which are known to be attracted to 
light. We don’t know what adverse effects the lighting might be having on the behaviour of 
these gulls. 
 
The street lights in residential parts of the city are programmed to drop in brightness after 
about 11:00pm (Richard Somerville-Ryan pers. coms.). 
 

Recommendations 
• Dim lights above the colony during breeding months. 

• Change the lights above the colony to a warmer colour which is known to have less 
impact on other species. 

• Study breeding success and compare to a colony in a natural area. 

• Explore creating breeding habitat in a more natural part of the Estuary to reduce 
human impacts on this species. 

• Develop a light pollution guideline ( like this one from the Australian Government 
https://www.awe.gov.au/sites/default/files/documents/national-light-pollution-
guidelines-wildlife.pdf   ) the Royal Society has produced this report on blue light 
which suggests a few mitigation options (page 17). 
https://www.royalsociety.org.nz/assets/Uploads/Blue-light-Aotearoa-evidence-
summary.pdf  
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