
Some  
garden 
birds Grey Warbler

Tiny, drab and feeding amongst the foliage 
the Grey Warbler easily stays beneath the 
radar. Usually they herald their presence 
with song, a long and lovely trill. They have 
a distinctive habit of sometimes hovering at 
the tips of braches to pluck insects from the 
foliage and their white tipped tail is an easy 
way of identifying them. They may breed in 
gardens but more often in patches of bush or 
mangroves where they may do very well.

NZ Pigeon 
Well known for their large size and iridescent 
green and white plumage, New Zealand 
Pigeons have become more common 
in urban areas recently, possibly due to 
increased control of possums and rats by 
councils and locals. They come and go, 
moving between seasonally available sources 
of fruit, flowers or foliage. Their large size 
makes them indispensable couriers for many 
large seeded tree species but, unfortunately, 
they also carry weed seeds into the forest.

Silvereye
A colonist from Australia in 1856, Silvereyes 
were welcomed for clearing devastating 
insect pests from orchards, now they are 
more noticed for the fruit they consume. 
They are small and attractive forming large 
noisy flocks in the winter and readily coming 
to bird tables supplied with fruit or sugar 
water.

Tui
Attractive and well known for its song and 
throat tuft the Tui is a New Zealand icon. 
They are also argumentative and aggressive 
trying to keep each other and other kinds 
of birds away from food sources. They 
are remarkably mobile and as specialist 
feeders on nectar and fruit move quite long 
distances each season to reach good food 
sources. Most breed in native forest and 
move into town afterwards.

Shining Cuckoo 
To those in the know the first call of the Shining 
Cuckoo for the season is a welcome sign of 
spring. These birds are one of New Zealand’s 
few migrant land birds spending the winter in 
New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. The 
distinctive whistling song is easily recognised 
but the bird itself is hard to see usually high up 
among the leaves of the tree. The metallic green 
plumage and stripy breast are a treat when seen 
well but sadly, many people are not aware of 
them until they are killed by flying into windows.

Fantail
Attractive, confiding and having that marvellous 
tail, Fantails are well known and well loved 
natives that seem to seek us out. What they 
really like about us is the food that we clumsy 
bipeds stir up as we move about. They are one 
of the few natives that can do reasonably well 
in a human modified world. Although their nests 
are often destroyed by rats they mitigate this 
by building on the slenderest branches and by 
laying lots of eggs, so that the successful nests 
really count.

Rosella
With their scarlet heads and bibs, blue on 
the wings and lime green rumps Rosellas 
are striking birds and memorable when 
properly seen. They have an Australian 
origin and those in Auckland started out as 
cage escapees in the 1920s and have now 
spread over most of the North Island.

Spotted Dove
Spotted Doves were released from captivity 
in Mount Eden in the 1920s, they slowly 
became established and in recent decades 
they have become very common in the 
Auckland area. They are now spreading 
through Hamilton, the Bay of Plenty and 
Northland.

Many of the birds in our local parks and gardens 
are familiar to us and well known. They may 
charm you with their beauty, their song and their 
antics and balance it by shitting on your car or 
washing, waking you in the morning and nesting 
in your roof or guttering. Here is a selection of 
some of the species found in Auckland gardens. 
Some of them are easy to see but others are 
more of a challenge.

Birds New Zealand
Fostering the Study, Knowledge and Enjoyment of Birds.


